
 
Session 1: Introduction to Trees Knoxville & Knoxville’s Urban Forest  
Public Service Complex- 3131 Morris Road, Knoxville, Tennessee, 37918 
May 16th, 2018 from 6pm-9pm  
Tom Wellborn, Trees Knoxville (45 Minutes) 
TBA (45 Minutes) 
Kasey Krouse, City of Knoxville Urban Forester (1.5 hours)- outdoors 
 
 Students will: 

1. Ice Breaker and Introductions (15 minutes) 
2. Become familiar with Trees Knoxville’s mission and programs (30 minutes) 

3. Comprehend the ecological/geographical elements of East Tennessee and what makes it 
unique.  
4. Understand climatic patterns and variations to better plant and care for trees.  
5. Recognize the trees, soils, land features and wildlife of East Tennessee.  
6. Better associate and identify Knoxville’s natural communities and dominant trees.  
7. Define native species and know the value and importance of biological diversity.  
8. Understand the diverse values (goods & services) of trees and the urban forest including the 
environmental, social, and economic values.  
9. Understand Knoxville’s Canopy Cover at the County, City, and Neighborhood level 
10. Understand the major threats of Knoxville’s and Knox County urban forest.  
 
 
Session 2: Tree Selection and Proper Tree Planting 
TBA 
May 23rd, 2018 from 6pm-9pm  
Kasey Krouse, City of Knoxville Urban Forester (1 hour) 
TBA (2 hours)-Outdoors 
 
Students will:  
1. Recognize the characteristics of a favorable and unfavorable tree selection. 
2. Comparison of Bare Root, Containerized, and B&B Trees  
3. Understand tree planting & care techniques   

 When is it best to plant and why  

 Select tools and equipment  

 Proper planting and staking technique  

 Proper mulching and re-establishing mulch rings 

 Caring for trees after planting  
4. Planting demonstrations 
5. Recognize soil characteristics and how they affect tree growth 
6. Assess overhead utilities and recognize how to avoid future conflicts with trees and 

utilities 
7. Site Assessment and how to avoid conflicts with pedestrians, vehicles, and other structures 

 
 

 
 



Session 3: The Science and Art of Pruning  
Public Service Complex- 3131 Morris Road, Knoxville, Tennessee, 37918 
May 30th, 2018 from 6pm-9pm  
TBA (30 Minutes) 
Kasey Krouse, Knoxville Urban Forester (30 Minutes) 
Outdoor Pruning Activity- (2 Hours) 
 
Students will: 
1. Understand the fundamentals of pruning and recognize trees that are in need pruning. 
2. Determine when it is best to prune for health, flowers, and structure.  
3. Demonstrate proper tool choice and methods for safe & effective pruning.  

 What to prune: dead stuff, stubs, suckers, low branches, branches with narrow crotch 
angles, rubs, crowded branches, hazardous branches  

 Learning the correct way to remove branches & different methods (cuts, what to prune 
first, the 30% rule, etc.)  

 Select Tools and PPE 
4. Recognize different tree forms and how to prune trees of different sizes and shapes 
5. Be able to express the need for tree pruning and the associated activities to the public.  
6. Understand structural pruning for young trees (Outdoor pruning activity) 
 
 
Session 4: Tree Health and Invasive Species  
TBA 
June 6th, 2018 from 6pm-9pm  
TBA (1.5 Hours)- Outdoors 
TBA (1.5 Hours)- Outdoors 
 
Students will: 
1. Understand and recognize the difference between stressed and healthy trees.  
2. Understand basic diagnostic procedures.  
3. Define primary and secondary problems.  
4. Become familiar with common pests and diseases, their identification, and control.  
5. Understand basic soil properties and how urban trees react to different conditions.  
6. Know when to fertilize and amend sites  
7. Understand basic invasive species terminology and know why plants are native, exotic, 
invasive, and naturalized.  
8. Know the environmental, social, and economic consequences to invasive plant invasions.  
9. Be introduced to invasive plant and restoration ecology principals and the characteristics 
that make invasive plants successful and hard to control.  
10. Learn about invasive plant solutions at the local level and how to manage invasive species 
in an urban setting 
11. Recognize invasive plants impacting Knoxville’s urban forest. 
12. Understand Different Methods (Chemical, Mechanical, Cultural, and Biological) for 
controlling invasive species  
 
Session 5: Leadership Activity- Join Trees Knoxville for a Volunteer Event 
 


